
around the city of Bloomington. 
The guild consists of farmers, 

restaurateurs, grocers and people 
who are generally interested in a 
sustainable local food system, 
Record said. 

“Basically, so not every square 
inch of ground gets paved over 
and there’s an option for the land,” 
he said, describing his role on the 
committee. 

In that role, he also became 
familiar with the difficulties of 
getting public input and 
communicating with the public. 
There has to be some way to 
improve that process, whether it’s 
with more information online or 
through some other means, Record 
said. 

He knows that if the subdivision 
ordinance is kicked back to the 
plan commission by county 
commissioners, he’ll likely be the 
deciding vote and the lightning rod 
for those unhappy with both the 
ordinance and the politics of his 
appointment. 

But he hopes people don’t see 
him that way. 

“I truly have no agenda,” Record 
said. “I hope that can be something 
and can help.” 
 
Plan commission politics 

At least one member of the plan 
commission doesn’t like the way 
the open position drama played 
out. 

Scott Wells, one of the authors of 
the rural zoning/subdivision 
ordinance, said at an ordinance 
review committee meeting on 
Tuesday that he had concerns 
about the whole process: from the 
long vacancy to the revelation that 
there were applicants, though the 
public was told there were none. 

“It just doesn’t look right to me,” 
Wells said. “I want to talk about 
it.” 

“I just don’t think this is the way 
we do business,” he added later. 

Wells took the position that 
Monroe County Surveyor Kevin 

commissioners of generally 
betraying the public trust. 
 
Who is Mike Record? 

Publicly, the face of Record has 
been this: a software engineer who 
runs a small vegetable farm, and is 
considered “independent” because 
he has never voted in a primary. 
He lives in the city of 
Bloomington, but qualifies for a 
slot on the plan commission 
because he owns property in the 
unincorporated county. 

The seat could not be filled by a 
Democrat, since the 
commissioners reached the quota 
of members from a single party 
with John Irvine, Richard Martin 
and Scott Wells. For appointment 
purposes, political party is 
determined by checking which 
party’s primary ballot the person 
most recently requested. 

Record’s status as an 
independent was questioned by 
some people, especially 
considering he moved to 
Bloomington from Boulder, 
Colorado, in 2013. 

The commissioners also could 
have filled the seat with one of 
several Republican candidates 
with experience in real estate, 
development and surveying, 
bridging the communication gap 
between those communities and 
the plan commission. Instead, they 
chose a small farmer. 

Privately, Record said, he 
doesn’t have any kind of agenda. 

“One of my strengths is I prefer 
to listen and collect as much 
information and hear as many 
viewpoints as I can,” he said. 

His role, as he sees it, is to 
approach planning problems on a 
case-by-case basis, taking into 
account growth, property tax 
revenue and other issues in the 
county. 

He represented the Local 
Growers Guild on the steering 
committee for the Monroe County 
Urbanizing Area, or the fringe area 
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“Why the vacancy for so long?” 
That’s the big question Mike 

Record asked the board of 
commissioners during his 
December interview. 

Record had been to lunch with 
commissioner Julie Thomas and 
county council member Lee Jones 
and tried to catch himself up with 
how the plan commission worked 
and what the issues were. He 
admitted he hadn’t known it was a 
partisan position when he applied. 

His application, dated Dec. 3, 
came in as the commission started 
wrapping up an eight-month battle 
with residents, businesses and 
Realtors on a rural zoning 
ordinance that had morphed after 
much complaint and frustration 
into changes to the subdivision 
ordinance. 

When commissioners answered 
Record’s question, it seemed like 
the end of the controversy. 

“For me, it didn’t make sense for 
us to bring someone in in the 
middle of that,” Commissioner 
Patrick Stoffers said. “I haven’t 
felt that that was fair.” 

Commissioners chose Record to 
fill the position last week over six 
candidates who interviewed in 
December. A previously unknown 
candidate who interviewed when 
the position first opened up, and 
another applicant from September 
have subsequently come forward. 

Record is now the center of a 
controversy he didn’t create over 
the seat, with people questioning 
motives for his appointment, 
alleging misinformation by the 
commissioners and accusing 
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Enright held throughout the debate 
about rural zoning: that a ninth 
member should have been 
appointed to the plan commission 
sooner. 

Commissioner Julie Thomas said 
it’s a difficult thing to make an 
appointment toward the end of a 
zoning ordinance debate; Wells 
replied that there was an applicant 
in January who could have been 
appointed. 

“You buried it,” Wells said. 
“No, Scott. We don’t make 

appointments after one interview 
— we don’t do that,” Thomas said. 

John Irvine jumped to Thomas’ 
defense, and said that it’s standard 
procedure to keep board and 
commission appointments open if 
there’s only one applicant. He also 
said it’s easy to forget things as a 
commissioner because one deals 
with a lot. 

“The question was, you said no 
one had applied,” Wells told 
Thomas. 

“I did not say that,” Thomas 
replied. 
 
Other applicants 

At a December meeting, Realtor 
Tracee Lutes seemed surprised to 
hear there were no plan 
commission applicants. She had 
applied on Sept. 22 and received a 
confirmation email from 
Commissioner Patrick Stoffers 
about the receipt of the 
application. Lutes was interviewed 
the same day as Record. 

But Lutes’ application wasn’t the 
only one sent to commissioners 
before December. David Smith, a 
teacher at Arlington Heights, 
applied and was interviewed in 
January 2014, around the time the 
position first opened. 

Smith received an email saying 
commissioners would not appoint 
Smith to the plan commission, 
preferring to keep the process open 
for more applicants at the time. 

Smith’s application does not 
exist, nor do any notes from his 
interview, but he has the 
corresponding emails between him 
and the commissioners’ office, and 
the county’s legal department 
confirmed the interview took 
place, according to meeting 
minutes. 

However, publicly, 
commissioners maintained there 
were no applications for the seat. 

On two occasions  during plan 
commission meetings, Thomas 
said there were no applications, 
according to minutes of those 
meetings. 

On Sept. 16, Thomas said there 
were no applicants who met the 
requirements of the ordinance, 
though Smith had met the 
requirements and was interviewed. 

“I can’t manufacture somebody,” 
she said. “So we are still accepting 
applications, and I’ll leave it at 
that.” 

A month later, she made a 
similar claim. 

“I have not received a single 
application at our office that I 
know of,” she told plan 
commission members. “And since 
we last met here, we have had no 
additional applications that I’m 
aware of.” 

At that point, though, Smith, 
Lutes and a third candidate, Joedy 
Dillard, all had attempted to apply 
for the plan commission seat. 

Dillard’s application appears to 
have never been received by the 
office, because of a clerical error. 
According to Dillard’s records, the 
application was sent to 
commissioners@co.monroe.in.us 
on Sept. 17, the email address 
listed at the bottom of the 
application to boards and 
commissions. He confirmed he 
was never contacted by 
commissioners. 

However, commissioners’ 
administrator Angie Purdie said 
that email address doesn’t exist; it 
was done away with to avoid 
confusion with the courts 
commissioner’s email, and no one 
in the office receives copies of 
anything sent there. 

Purdie said she thought the 
application was changed around 
December, when an applicant 
questioned it. 

It’s unclear how many 
applications might have been sent 
to that wrong address. 

“Anyone who submits anything 
to the commissioners, I think, it 
would be pretty fair to expect a 
response,” she said. “I hope they 
would receive that.” 


