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Who is Todd Young? 
Young was in many ways a long 

shot for Congress when he ran in 
2010. 

He was taking on Republican 
Mike Sodrel, who held the 9th 
District seat from 2005 to 2007, in 
the primary. 

If he won, Young would face 
another well-known opponent: 
Democrat Baron Hill, who served 
five terms from 1999 to 2005 and 
was elected again in 2007 and 2009. 

It was going to be an uphill 
battle for someone who was a no-
name. 

“Before I ran for (Congress), I’d 
never run for political office before,” 
Young said. “Except class treasurer 
at the Naval Academy, but that 
didn’t count — I was unopposed.” 

Young announced his candidacy 
in 2009, and knows that people 
were probably scratching their 

heads and asking: “Who is Todd 
Young?” 

“It was pretty well understood — 
I was naive,” he said. 

In 2007, he founded an 
organization he called No Pigs, the 
National Organization for People 
vs. Irresponsible Government 
Spending, and traveled around 
southern and central Indiana 
billing himself as the “southern 
Indiana speaker.” 

The years he spent traveling in 
the area and meeting people were a 
benefit, laying a foundation on 
which to build a campaign 
structure. The rest, Young said, 
was luck. A campaign built on fiscal 
responsibility and issues, plus a 
wave of backlash against 
Democrats in 2010, swept Young 
into office. 

“It was an example of where, I 
think, preparation and hard work 
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U.S. Rep. Todd Young is three 
bites into his hamburger before he’s 
interrupted. 

“I want to talk to you about 
education,” says Sharon Rothrock, 
as she slaps her hat and notebook 
down on the picnic table and sits 
beside Young. 

Rothrock’s not the first person to 
interrupt Young while he gets a 
lunch at Polly’s Freeze in 
Georgetown on an August 
afternoon. He’s stopped on his way 
to order; he’s stopped when he tries 
to sit down. And just when he 
finally starts eating, he’s stopped 
again. 

Young somehow manages to 
finish his meal while fielding 
questions at the table, which 
quickly fills up with Polly’s 
managers and employees. 

Skillfully fielding questions is a 
talent Young has developed since 
taking office in 2011. Wherever he 
goes, people stop him. Young tries 
to meet his constituents where they 
are, whether it’s a locally owned 
business like Polly’s Freeze or 
McDonald’s, but getting food or 
coffee quickly is nearly impossible. 

Polly’s is the fourth stop of a day 
full of campaign events around the 
southernmost part of the 9th 
District. And he has one more to 
make, a fundraising event for state 
Senate candidate Erin Houchin. 

“It’s consequential; it really does 
matter that good people who feel as 
though they have something to add 
run for office,” Young said. 



	  

met unforeseeable opportunity,” Young said. 
Young is a former Marine captain who holds an 

MBA from the University of Chicago and a law degree 
from Indiana University. After graduation, he and his 
wife Jenny worked in her family’s law firm in Paoli, 
and he has experience working as a management 
consultant, as well as working on former Gov. Mitch 
Daniels’ campaign. 

Young has run two successful campaigns, and this 
is his third for the 9th District. Every weekend, he 
flies home to Bloomington from Washington, D.C., to 
spend time with his family. Despite the travel 
hardships, Young doesn’t seem to want to slow down 
his frantic pace. 

“This is a unique and humbling honor I have,” he 
said. 

But the job isn’t guaranteed, and Young has two 
challengers this year in Democrat Bill Bailey and 
Libertarian Mike Frey. So he’s hitting the campaign 
trail once again. 
 
On the campaign trail 

Campaigning in the traditional sense isn’t Young’s 
strongest point. 

He’s much more comfortable soliciting for friend 
Houchin, the senate candidate in District 41. He 
relates a win for Houchin into a much broader and far-
reaching win for the party. 

Even speaking in front of a group of people who 
openly support him in Crawford County, Young seems 
uncomfortable asking for money, briefly making the 
request and quickly moving on. 

“Campaign politics is a team sport; my name just 
happens to be on the ballot,” Young said. 

Instead, Young pulled out an easel notepad, and 
asked people what issues they think are important to 
the district. 

After eight topics are 
written on the board, 
Young cuts everyone off, 
has a staff member give 
them three stickers and 
tells the people in the 
room to rank the items. 
At the top of the list are 
health care and the 
national debt, followed 
closely by downsizing of 
the military. 

It’s a new tactic: 
Young and his team are 
trying to get more 
conversation flowing, and 
also give Young a better 
idea of what national 
issues concern people at 
the district level. 

And though this 
exercise can help Young 
with a variety of things, 
he’s still in campaign 
mode, spreading the 
party message. 

“We’re going to turn 
southern Indiana into a 
glowing red,” Young 
says. 

Basking in the red glow 
Southern Indiana is already pretty red. When 

Young traveled around the district in August — 
making stops in Leavenworth, Corydon and 
Georgetown — people wanted to talk to him. 

In Leavenworth, people skipped work to hear Young 
speak at lunch, staying even though Young was 
running late. They stayed afterward, to talk to Young 
one-on-one — as much as they could in the crowd that 
swarmed him. 

“I think he really represents the county and the 
region well,” said Dan Crecelius. “He’s in tune with the 
folks.” 

Only part of Crawford County is in the 9th District, 
but Morton Dale, who is one of Young’s campaign 
coordinators in the county, said that doesn’t seem to 
make a difference to Young. 

“So many, when they get to that level, they forget 
about us,” Dale said. “But he doesn’t.” 

Young makes his home in Democrat-dominated 
Bloomington, perhaps an unusual choice for someone 
who sits on the right. 

Bloomington residents are often critical of Young’s 
more conservative leanings. In 2013, protests criticizing 
his stances on climate change and the government 
shutdown were held outside of Young’s office. 

But even in Bloomington, where Young has never 
won a majority in a general election, people are excited 
to meet him. When Young schedules constituent 
meetings, where small groups or individuals get time 
with the congressman, they fill up. During a tour of the 
Bloomington Endoscopy Center, Young poses for photos 
with nurses. 

“The vast majority of people are very polite and 
entirely agreeable,” Young said. “Even when they 
disagree.” 

Young has an easy-going demeanor when he’s 
meeting with small groups. He’s energetic and asks 
questions, often turning the tables on people who 
thought they would be demanding answers from him. 

He asks about how surgery centers work, how 
Medicare plays into center use and care, how often 
cancer is found in patients. 

“There’s always plenty of room for me to learn,” he 
said. 

Even in a casual setting, outside Polly’s Freeze, 
Young has to be ready to answer any and all questions. 

Ray and Sandra Nauggle stopped him as he started 
to sit down, asking him what’s going on in national 
politics. Minutes later, his burger is interrupted, with 
Sharon Rothrock’s question: What are we going to do 
about education? 

Education isn’t an issue the U.S. House deals with a 
lot, Young explained — it’s more of a state issue, 
though he knows it’s a concern for many. 

He asked people at the table what they think about 
minimum wage; he jokes if they think they pay enough 
taxes. He asks about small business. 

“A lot of my best ideas — most of my best ideas — 
bubble up from the district,” Young said. 

Sometimes, people who stop Young apologize. He 
doesn’t accept the apology — he tells people that 
they’re his bosses, of course he’ll stop. 

“Republican, Democrat, disengaged and so forth — I 
work for them all,” Young said. 

Candidate close-up 
 
Age: 42 
Graduated from Carmel 
High School. 
Married to Jenny Tucker 
Young, who recently 
returned to work part-time at 
her family law firm in Paoli. 
Four children, three girls and 
a boy. Recently adopted a 
cocker spaniel named 
Sammy. 
Loves spicy food, and 
includes Thai and Taco Bell 
among his favorites. He 
prefers the bean burrito at 
Taco Bell.  
Drink of choice is Diet Coke 
with a little lemonade on top. 
Has spent only one 
weekend in Washington, 
D.C., since being elected.  
Wants to continue working 
on the national budget and 
lowering the deficit, 
reforming the tax code, 
establishing more evidence-
based social programs.	  


