
holding the balloon to the ground. 
He tugged on the ropes and sent another 

whoosh of flame. “No weight,” he called out. 
Minutes later, the balloon was 500 feet in the 

air, joining 19 other balloons at the second 
annual Kiwanis Club of South Central Indiana 
Hot Air Balloon Fest this weekend. 

For ballooners, part of the draw is the ease 
with which the aircrafts travel. 

Hot air balloons can travel as high as 3,000 
feet, and go as fast as the wind can carry them. 
Smith said he’s gotten a balloon up to 100 
miles per hour — though you would never notice 
it. 

“Balloon flying hasn’t changed in 200 years 
since it was born,” he said. “It’s the same 
premise. We’re flying on the wind, and wherever 
that wind takes us is where we go.” 

Andy Richardson, another pilot, said he 
remembers watching the hot air balloons flying 
from Oliver Winery as a child; he eventually 
started helping out with balloon launches there, 
and then bought his own. 

In a field at the Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
an announcer is quickly drowned out by the 
sounds of air being heated up and moved 
through hot air balloons. 

Baskets are turned on their sides as the air 
pushes each balloon from a flat piece of fabric 
to a billowing behemoth. 

Once the balloon is inflated, the basket flips 
up and people hop in. 

It’s time to take flight. 
“Is this your first flight? Mine, too,” pilot 

Warren Smith joked. 
Smith sent a stream of fire whooshing up the 

balloon. 
“Weight, weight,” he said, to the four men 

Taking flight at Kiwanis Hot Air Balloon Fest 

By Rachel Bunn  
Date: Sept. 13, 2014 
Published: The Herald-Times 
Online: http://www.heraldtimesonline.com/news/local/taking-
flight-at-kiwanis-hot-air-balloon-fest/article_f4d534bb-70e6-
53fc-9a66-d9dcc6f98c81.html 



Balloon pilots go through the same basic 
training as pilots of other aircrafts, but take a 
different practical training where they learn how 
to fly without having control over anything. 

Because of this, flights are usually only 
launched twice a day: two hours after sunrise 
and two hours before sunset, when winds are 
calmest. If the sun is at a 45-degree angle, 
Richardson said, there’s too much wind. 

Wind is the most important factor in balloon 
flight, giving the balloon not only part of its 
power but also its very distinctive sensation. 

“You move with the wind, so there’s very little 
sense of movement,” Richardson said. “It’s like 
having a dream when you are flying.” 

On Friday, Smith, who flies for Oliver Winery, 
took the purple and green balloon up to 1,600 
feet, cruising from the Monroe County 
Fairgrounds to a field behind South Union 
Christian Church, about 6 miles away. 

After leaving the fairgrounds, Smith eased the 
balloon over neighborhoods, where people were 
walking dogs; fields, where deer were running 
between patches of woods; and over one farm 
where cows scattered as the balloon 
approached. 

The goal was to set the balloon down in a hay 
field near Smith’s home, but when you go up, 
you never know exactly where you’ll come down, 
he said. 

“We get to choose the launching site, but the 
landing site chooses us,” Smith said. 

After flying for about 20 minutes, Smith 
starts to cool the balloon, easing it into a 
controlled landing. 

It glides above a 
small forest, where 
someone has carved 
out a motocross 
course, and taps one 
particularly tall tree 
before settling in a 
field. 

Once on the 
ground, Smith 
participates in one 
tradition that he said 
dates back to the 
start of the sport. 

The first public 
launch of a balloon 
was in 1783 in France 
by the Montgolfier 
brothers, who created 
a balloon out of 
scraps of fabric, 
Smith said. One of 
their first flights 
carried a duck, a goat 
and a chicken, who 
had the misfortune of 
landing on a farm 

where they were immediately killed by a terrified 
farmer. 

Because of that, it’s tradition for balloonists 
to carry champagne with them to offer to the 
landowners where the balloon eventually settles. 

Smith’s follower, Mark Howard, pulls off the 
road and starts helping Smith pack the balloon 
away. Howard arrived just before the landing 
and asked the neighbors if they knew who 
owned the field. They didn’t. 

“Since we couldn’t find the owner, we’ll have 
to drink it,” Smith said, shrugging. “I hate when 
that happens.” 

 
 
 

Jerry Copas, the pilot for the French Lick Resort hot air balloon, blasts heat into his balloon Friday prior to 
taking off from the Monroe County Fairgrounds during the Kiwanis Hot Air Balloon Fest. 


